German versus Hun

The German people was not prostrated by the Thirty Years
War, but the war resulted because it was so prostrated,
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When we consider that Leonardo da Vinci (thirty-one years
older than Luther) was a free and entirely modern human
being, and yet had long been dead when Luther, tormented
by fears, was still indefatigably wrestling with the devil, and
the other dismal chimerae conjured up by his brain, we begin
to see how terribly backward were Germany's unintellectual
nobles, and her equally retrograde and ignoble clerics, at a
time when they wanted to reform the world, as compared
with the intellectual aristocracy of more cultured lands.
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